
RURAL LIFE MUSEUM
GLASTONBURY, SOMERSET
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The redevelopment of the rural life museum in 
Glastonbury includes galleries inserted into the 
existing farm buildings without changing the sense 
of the place, and new circulation and learning 
spaces integrated into the pattern of old buildings.

 The architecture was carefully co-ordinated with 
the exhibition design.  Internal reorganisation was 
key.  The main entrance through the farmhouse was 

1	 Abbey Barn & Wagon shed
2	 Abbey Farmhouse
3	 Courtyard opened up
4	 Learning building gable
5	 Cow Shed Gallery
6	 Cowshed louvred windows
7	 Schematic plan
8	 Repaired farmhouse stair 
9	 New stair
10 Farmyard
11	 Inner court stair
12	 Inner courtyrad perspective
13	Design photomontage
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re-established.  The old courtyard was opened up 
and visitor access and flow improved to all levels in 
the building.

Client:  South West Heritage Trust
Contractor: Ken Biggs Contractors Limited
Date:  2012 - 2017
Value:   £ 1,746,000


